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But it would be very hard to find a single JBiadee in those
or in any other mosques, and the Biadeeyah are the real men of
Mascat, not the foreigners of five prayers a day. Lastly, in
simplicity of dress, and aversion to ornamental display, I fear
that 'Omanees have no better claim to Niebuhr's commendation
than the inhabitants of Vienna or of Paris; my reader shall
judge for himself a few pages further on.

I should add that Niebuhr and his companions had, it appears
from his account, assumed Turkish costume, and announced
themselves as come from Constantinople. This conduct would
suffice to ensure a traveller the finding Mahometanism every-
where^even among those most averse from it in reality. At
the present day a Turk, or one known for an agent of the Turkish
government, will often meet with a seeming satisfactory pro-
fession of Islam in districts where none but Druses, Ismaileeyah,
and their like, really inhabit, nay, even among the Christian
populations of the interior. This was still more the case in
the middle of the last century, the epoch of Niebuhr's voyage,
when the Turkish name exerted a greater influence than it does
now. Dissimulation is the inevitable consequence of bigotry in
government, and it remains habitually engrafted in the subject
races, even when its original and special causes have passed
away. But to return to Niebuhr : he must at Mascat have
fallen in with a genuine Nejdean colony, perhaps of the Wah-
habee sect, which was then in its first rise ; these very Nej deans,
whom in his passing visit, the great Grerman traveller took for
a sample of a people with whom they have nothing in common
but local residence and mutual hatred. To say this is no dis-
paragement of Niebuhr; circumstances did not permit him to
detect a very plausible error, into which many others besides
himself have fallen.

A confidential and intimate connection, a wide-spread rami-
fication of intercourse, is kept up between the Batineeyah (my
readers are already acquainted with the term) of Hasa and
'Oman ; the former are indeed, properly speaking, an offshoot of
the latter. The tendencies of this underhand organization and
of those who maintain it, their bitter hatred and resolute op-
position to Islam, especially in its Wahhabee form, may in part
be gathered from what we have already stated.